[image: image1.jpg]GOLD CoAST



[image: image2.png]




MEDIA RELEASE




Monday 2 February, 2009
THE GOLD COAST OFFERS PLENTY THIS VALENTINE’S DAY
Stunning views, stretches of sand, scenic hinterland and a smorgasboard of romantic deals makes Australia’s Gold Coast the ideal destination this St Valentine’s Day.  

From hot air ballooning, indulgent activities, free outdoor events and luxurious accommodation packages there’s something for everyone looking to make this February 14 extra special.

Adventurous Experiences

· Here’s your chance to spoil that significant other in your life with the ultimate romantic package that comes complete with a breathtaking early morning Gold Coast balloon flight from Balloon Down Under. 5-star resort accommodation is offered at either RACV Royal Pines Resort or Ruffles Lodge Luxury Retreat and your flight will be followed by a delicious champagne breakfast for two. The total package cost is $735.00. For more information visit www.balloondownunder.com.au
· Flowers and chocolate can be so predictable so why not be a little adventurous this Valentine’s day with an adrenaline charged experience at Paradise Jetboating. Ladies will receive a FREE $20 dining voucher to the iconic Fisherman’s Wharf Traven when accompanied by their partner on the Broadwater Adventure Ride. Enjoy an authentic jet boat ride on the beautiful Gold Coast Broadwater. Combining exciting 360* spins, high speed drifting and incredible “beach buzzing” in as little as 10cm of water. It’s more than just a Thrill Ride….it’s an Adventure this Valentines Day! For more information visit www.paradisejetboating.com.au
· Thinking Romance? Think an exotic Gold Coast Balloon ride plus O’Reilly’s Vineyard Champagne Breakfast Package gift voucher from Balloon Hot Air Gold Coast. For a limited time the Valentine’s ballooning gift voucher packages, priced at $220 come with a free bottle of Moet et Chandon! The package can be taken at your leisure over the next 12 months and includes a sun rise viewing over the rolling hills of the majestic hinterland as you enjoy sweeping views of Mt Tamborine & Lamington National Park. Afterwards, relax with a glass of crisp, cold champagne and enjoy a delicious hot breakfast in the gracious ambience of O’Reilly’s historic Grand Homestead. For further information visit www.hotair.com.au/goldcoast
· A Valentines Day with a difference is the best way to describe the offering of McLaren’s Landing and Tall Ships. With complimentary champagne and a fresh rose on arrival, couples are whisked away onboard a luxurious catamaran, before arriving at an island oasis, where cocktail and canapes are served as you watch the sun set over the Hinterland. Soak in the relaxing island ambience while enjoying a sumptuous island BBQ feast in your Balinese style 5-star paradise. Live entertainment ensures you can wine, dine, dance and romance the evening away under the stars for $99 p/p. For bookings phone (07) 5532 2444 or visit www.tallship.com.au
For Him and Her
· The Q1 Flight and Spa packages will ensure the ultimate his and hers Valentines Day experience. Choose from one hour or 90 minute sessions where each of you will claim major highs through participation in the Flight Experience Q1 or via a luxurious treatment at Q1 Spa. Gents can prepare for take-off during a one hour, city to city simulated experience as the ladies choose between a Mikiri Facial or Kodo Body Massage for the collective price of $389. To gain even better value opt for the 90 minute package incorporating the Ultimate Flight Experience as you pilot your way through several international destinations, while your partner soaks up the uniquely Australian, internationally acclaimed spa experience during a Mala Mayi Body Treatment, all for just $580. Bookings can be made through either Flight Experience Q1 (ph: 1800 737 800) or Q1 Spa (ph: (07) 5539 9293)
· Ripple Massage is a mobile massage service that is perfect for couples who would rather stay indoors this Valentines Day. Offering an at your door service throughout all parts of the Gold Coast. For further information visit www.ripplemassage.com.au  
· The Spa @ The Glades is getting into the romantic spirit for the entire month of February with a 2 for 1 massage or facial being offered. Any facial or massage booked for Valentines Day will also receive a Belgian Chocolate Rose. Offer must be mentioned at time of booking. For further information phone (07) 5522 8902  
For Her

· For the lady in your life, Sofitel Gold Coast has the exclusive Sofitel Princess and the Pearl package which costs just $585 and includes absolute pampering, luxury overnight accommodation, Moet and Chandon, Lenotre French desserts, Blooming tea turndown service, breakfast in bed and a Kailis Australian South Sea Pearl from award winning Calleija Jewellers valued at $510. Contact the hotel to book (07) 5592 2250 www.sofitelgoldcoast.com.au
Valentine’s Packages – Accommodation
· The Mantra group of hotels on the Gold Coast all have amazing accommodation packages available to ensure this Valentines Day is an extra special one for couples. Bel Air offers a complimentary bottle of sparkling wine with its 2 night stay from $140/night, Sierra Grand has a similar offering from $152/night while a studio room including full breakfast buffet, seafood buffet dinner, chocolates and sparkling wine is available at Legends Hotel from $299/night. A hotel room comes complete with breakfast, chocolates, sparkling wine plus two and a half hour in-room massages from $289/night at Sun City. Three hundred and fifty-five dollars per night will ensure the highest of highs at Q1 Resort and Spa which offers accommodation in a two bedroom apartment, sunset drinks for two at Q Deck, breakfast at Q1 Beach Club, strawberries and chocolate plus a $25 voucher to be used at participating Q1 outlets. For further information visit http://www.mantra.com.au/queensland/gold-coast
· Conrad Jupiters is maintaining the romantic feel for the entire month of February, highlighted by its extremely enticing Valentines Day package for $550/room that includes overnight accommodation in a superbly appointed superior room, 5 course dinner at Charters Towers restaurant with a complimentary glass of Moet Chandon upon arrival, chocolate and strawberry plate, buffet breakfast, bottle of sparkling wine, all with a late check out of 2pm. Conrad Jupiters also offers the Romance Package for $250/room and the Deluxe Romance Package for $315 during February which incorporates variations on the Valentine’s Day package. For further information visit www.conradjupiters.com.au
· Guests can make it a complete Valentines Day experience by booking a Radisson Romance package that comes complete with a special Valentine’s Night dinner, overnight accommodation in a stylish room at Radisson Resort Gold Coast, plus breakfast for two for just $319. For further information visit www.radisson.com/goldcoastau
· Couples wishing to stay at the Surfers Paradise Marriot Resort and Spa can take advantage of a special Valentine’s Day Package, starting from $595 per night. A luxurious Junior Suite will provide the perfect ambience plus you also receive a bottle of French champagne on arrival. The romantic experience includes chocolate covered strawberries, petals and candles in the bathroom, a Bvlgari gift pack, a room service breakfast for two people with a single rose (packaged to take home), valet parking and a late checkout. Accommodation is subject to availability. For bookings please visit www.surfersparadisemarriott.com.au or phone Reservations on 1800 809 090

· The Sheraton Mirage Resort and Spa has two exclusive Valentines Day packages available for lucky couples. The February 13 or 14 Special Escape for Two includes accommodation in an Oasis Room featuring king size bed and corner spa bath, seafood buffet dinner at Terraces Restaurant with a glass of sparkling wine on arrival, full buffet breakfast, chocolates and a bottle of sparking wine for $650. The February 14 Special Escape for two offers identical bedding arrangements, an exotic table d’hote 4 course menu with sparkling wine cocktail at Horizon’s Restaurant, full buffet breakfast in Terraces Restaurant, chocolates and a bottle of sparkling wine, all for $730. Both packages offer a late 2pm check out, subject to availability. For further information visit  www.sheraton.com/goldcoast  
· Love is in the air at the Gold Coast International Hotel, and couples can celebrate in five-star luxury with the hotel's special 'Suite for my Sweet' Valentine's Day package. Treat your better half with a nights' stay in an Executive Suite filled with rose petals and candles throughout the room and spa, a romantic CD, two 'his and her' bathrobes as gifts to keep, a buffet breakfast for two, valet parking and a special pamper pack. Couples will even receive free entry to the Club Lounge to enjoy drinks and canapés in the private club between 5:30pm and 7:00pm. The 'Suite for my Sweet Package' is only $659.00 per couple. For further information visit www.gci.com.au 
· With Valentine’s Day falling on a Saturday why not spread the love even further and treat your Valentine to an entire weekend of five-star luxury at Hyatt Regency Sanctuary Cove. With all the touches for a relaxing romantic escape, the Hyatt’s Amour Package gives you and your Valentine chocolates and sparkling wine on arrival, a delicious full breakfast in the Cove Cafe, admission to the Sanctuary Cove Rec Club and a 12 noon late checkout.  From $275 per night, this is definitely the key to your Valentine’s heart. Bookings and pre-payment for Valentine’s Day are essential.  To confirm your reservation call 13 1234 or visit www.sanctuarycove.regency.hyatt.com  and quote SC799.

Romantic Dining
· Absolute bliss is what you’ll experience when celebrating with the unique Valentine’s package offered through Crowne Plaza Surfers Paradise. Packages include your choice of a seafood buffet in Queensland’s only revolving restaurant and exclusive set menu in the contemporary new Relish Restaurant from just $58 per person. For bookings call (07) 5592 9900

· Holiday Inn Surfers Paradise is where you can treat your loved one to Sirocco Restaurant’s deluxe seafood buffet, which includes a glass of sparkling wine, a gift for every lady and the chance to go in the draw to win an accommodation package for two. To book call (07) 5579 1000
· Room81, the multi award winning restaurant located at Sofitel Gold Coast is hosting a Valentine’s French Romance 5 course dinner on Saturday 14th February, including a bottle of Chandon Rosè Champagne and live entertainment for just $200 per couple! Two sittings only, 6.00pm and 8.30pm so bookings are essential. Contact the hotel to book (07) 5592 2250 www.sofitelgoldcoast.com.au
· Dinner at the Radisson Resort Gold Coast on Valentines Day is a case of romance and roses as the menu, designed by Executive chef Volker Koepke, will tantalise the tastebuds and is complemented with a glass of sparkling wine and a beautiful red rose upon arrival. The $140 dinner package can be enjoyed in comfortable surrounds either indoors, with magnificent views of the golf course greens and palm fringed swimming pool, or dine under the stars along the pool terrace. For further information visit www.radisson.com/goldcoastau  
· There are two specially themed dining options at the Surfers Paradise Marriot Resort and Spa for dinner on Valentines Day. The popular buffet in the Lagoon Restaurant is likely to strike a chord, featuring succulent seafood and mouth-watering desserts with a romantic twist, while the lively upstairs atmosphere of the Benihana Japanese Steakhouse, where guests will receive a glass of sparkling wine upon arrival will ensure a dining experience with a difference. Dinner in the Lagoon Restaurant is priced at $75 per adult and the set menu at the Benihana Japanese Steakhouse is $150 per couple. Bookings are essential and can be made by phoning the Resort on (07) 5592 9800.

· In line with their accommodation packages, Sheraton Mirage Resort and Spa is happy to provide exclusive dining options this Valentines Day. On either February 13 or 14, Terraces Restaurant will provide a spectacular seafood buffet and sparkling wine upon arrival for $99 p/p, while the Horizons Restaurant Valentines Day dinner consists of table d’hote 4 course menu with sparkling wine upon arrival, complemented with live background duet music and a flower for the lady from $145 p/p. For further information visit www.sheraton.com/goldcoast
· Starting with breads and a glass of bubbly upon arrival, The Glades Golf Club will create the perfect setting, complemented with a wide selection of foods among its three course dinner offering. Capped off with a delicious sorbet, each couple will also receive a special Valentines gift for just $79 p/p. Bookings are essential on ph: (07) 5569 1939
· Couples can enjoy the Gold Coast International Hotel's special Valentine's Day celebrations with the Lygon St Restaurant's Valentine's Day dinner. For only $85 p/p, you can enjoy a six course meal and glass of Chandon sparkling wine in the iconic award-winning restaurant. If seafood is more to your taste, the Patio Seafood Restaurant's buffet dinner is only $65.00 per person which includes a glass of sparkling wine on arrival and a delicious array of whole fish, deluxe oysters, Moreton Bay bugs and mussels. There's even a romantic, indulgent chocolate fountain. For further information visit www.gci.com.au
· With live acoustic music and a free dessert for couples to share when dining for lunch or dinner, the Hard Rock Cafe will provide an unforgettable atmosphere to celebrate Valentine’s Day.  For further information visit www.HardRock.com   
· Couples can experience the incredible 360degree views from the very top of the Q1 Tower on Valentine’s Day.  Entry is $22 and will include admission to QDeck on Level 77, entertainment by Golden Harps (5:30pm – 9:00pm) and complimentary chocolate hearts on arrival.  QBar will also be mixing up an ultra-cool cocktail special – Love Potion 77.  For further information visit www.QDeck.com.au 
· There’s no better way to say “I Love You” than a romantic dinner at Hyatt Regency Sanctuary Cove. Indulge your Valentine with dinner in the hotel’s signature restaurant The Fireplace where you’ll enjoy a candle lit five-course dinner for $165 per person including wines and a complimentary gift. If you’re after fresh seafood, you can win your Valentine’s heart with dinner in the Cove Cafe where you will enjoy a glass of sparkling on arrival and a sumptuous seafood and decadent dessert buffet in the casual surrounds of the Cove Cafe for $85 per person.  With fresh sushi and sashimi, oysters, prawns, crabs, mussels and more, you’ll struggle to leave room for the delicious desserts. Bookings and pre-payment for Valentine’s Day are essential.  To confirm your reservation in The Fireplace or Cove Cafe, call (07) 5501 9832
Live Entertainment
· It’s all about Love in Broadbeach this February and Broadbeach Alliance is giving you the chance to win the ultimate romance package. Enjoy dinner at a participating Broadbeach restaurant between now and the 13th of February for the opportunity to win a diamond necklace, a night for two staying at Conrad Jupiters and a romantic dinner for two at the spectacular Charters Towers Restaurant. Broadbeach will be filled with the sounds of music and night time entertainment including harpists, flutists, singers and roving theatrical performers plus lots more, including the King himself, Elvis. Broadbeach is the perfect place to ignite the spark with that special someone this Valentines Day with a rnage of multi‐award winning restaurants, world‐class shopping and endless accommodation options. For a full list of participating restaurants or more information on the entertainment calendar visit Broadbeach’s official website www.broadbeachgc.com
Please note conditions apply on the above offers.  Bookings are essential.

ENDS.
For comment please contact:

Gold Coast Tourism Director Communications, Ben Pole

0437 343 104 or ben.pole@gctourism.com 














