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9 NOVEMBER, 2009
SYDNEY GETS SURPRISE SUMMER FUN WITH GOLD COAST BIKINI PARADE
The original founder of the bikini in Australia and one of the hottest Australian swimwear designers brought some Gold Coast summer fun and fashion to the Sydney CBD today.

Gold Coast Tourism launched its Summer Fun campaign this morning with dozens of swimwear models stopping peak hour traffic with a surprise parade through the streets of Sydney’s CBD.

Ben Pole, Director of Communications at Gold Coast Tourism says, “The impromptu bikini parade signals the start of summer and after a tough year for all Australians we wanted to bring a little bit of cheeky fun to the people of Sydney. The Gold Coast is very much about summer fun for Sydney-siders with around half a million Sydney residents visiting the Gold Coast each year. This year we wanted to give them a taste of the Gold Coast beach culture and summer fun on their home turf.”
Today’s event certainly injected a taste of summer fun to Sydney office workers and passers-by who had their overcast Sydney day brightened up by 40 models in Gold Coast swimwear and found out about the latest beach trends and holiday deals.

Paula Stafford, who made waves in the 1950s by bringing the first bikini to our shores and Gold Coast swimwear designer, Leah Madden of White Sands who is sending ripples through the fashion industry, launched a unique pop-up ‘VeryGold Coast Bikini Bar’ in the busy Australia Square forecourt. The ‘VeryGold Coast Bikini Bar’ drew inspiration from the post-war days when bikinis were mostly banned from beaches around Australia except in the Gold Coast. 

“The Gold Coast has long been associated with beach culture, fashion and fun,” says bikini founder Paula Stafford. “I used to make a two-piece bikini with tie sides that I would wear to the beach, back when ‘bikini cops’ used to police the beach. My designs were always inspired by the beach culture of the Gold Coast and graced Australian beaches for many years.”
Stylish new swimwear designer, Leah Madden from White Sands echoes Paula’s comments and says, “The Gold Coast is such an iconic summer holiday destination. This season on the beach we’ll see an 80's influence return with a splash of fluro, which reminds me of growing up and enjoying family holidays up at the Gold Coast!”

Madden’s style proved popular, with over 100 people rushing to the ‘VeryGold Coast Bikini Bar’ for the opportunity to receive a free White Sands bikini designed by Leah Madden from her new collection.  
“This season, we’ll also be seeing crazy prints on bikinis ranging from paint dye effect and geometrics - and vamps will love the super sexy animal prints!” says Leah.

Images from the morning are attached.
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For further comment please contact:

Ben Pole
Gold Coast Tourism, Director Communications

0437 343 104 or ben.pole@gctourism.com

      Notes to editors:

      Available for interviews:
[image: image3.jpg]


Paula Stafford - The Gold Coast pioneer of the two piece bikini, Paula revolutionised women’s fashion on the beach starting a mail order business that flourished into a bikini making empire. Paula is now in her early 90’s and still resides on the Gold Coast and can share stories about the history, trends and fun of Australian bikinis from the Gold Coast and the controversy it caused on Australian beaches in the early 1950’s!
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White Sands – Leah Madden - White Sands is an edgy new contemporary swimwear and resort-wear line by Gold Coast born designer Leah Madden. Having been a finalist in the Australian Fashion Design Awards and her line stocked in a variety of boutiques and most recently David Jones, Leah can talk about the hottest new trends in swimwear coming out of the Gold Coast for this summer and the fun of a Gold Coast beach holiday.













