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MEDIA RELEASE




Tuesday December 1, 2009
GOLD COAST WELCOMES THE AUSTRALIAN SUMMER
Tuesday 01 December marks the first day of summer and the home of the Australian summer holiday saluted the season with an official welcome ceremony this morning.

Indigenous and modern coast cultures met to announce to Australia that summer has arrived on the sun soaked shoreline of the Gold Coast.

Early this morning a duet of didgeridoos sang out across the Gold Coast which signalled to a group of local surfers, including legends Michael ‘Munga’ Barry and Cheyne Horan, profile international lifesaving champions Shannon Eckstein, Zane Holmes, Hayley Bateup and Kristyl Smith, plus representatives of City Council Lifeguards and Surf Life Saving Queensland to catch the first wave of summer onto Burleigh beach.

There they were met by dancers from the Yugerabah Kunjiel and Jaran dance troupe who performed a traditional seasonal welcome in front of a gathering of locals, tourists, school kids, Surf Lifesavers, Lifeguards, City Councillors and local dignitaries.
Central to today’s official welcome to summer was a traditional smoking ceremony to bless the land and all those associated with it. The two aboriginal clans performed the ancient smoking ceremony which includes a firelighting display and cleansing of the area through the use of smoking coconut husks.
Finally, Gold Coast Mayor Ron Clarke was presented with a canvas painting of traditional artwork titled ‘Summer fruits,’ by acclaimed local artist Narelle Urquart. The painting depicts the major natural assets of the region to embody the welcoming of the Australian summer and to symbolise the fun and safe times to be had along the whole of the Gold Coast this summer.
Gold Coast Mayor Ron Clarke said the Gold Coast was ready for the traditional summer holiday fun which the city is synonymous with.

“Almost every Australian has a Gold Coast holiday memory, for generations we have provided a welcoming, fun, exciting and unique place to enjoy good times with friends and family, and this summer the Gold Coast is bigger and better than ever,” he said.
It promises to be a positive summer holiday season for the Gold Coast as the city prepares to welcome an estimated 2.8 million visitors for a holiday, short break, weekend away or daytrip during December, January and February.
“Summer fun on the Gold Coast is an Australian tradition,” said Gold Coast Tourism CEO Martin Winter.
“It doesn’t get any better than heading down to one of the Gold Coast beaches, checking out the new rides at our theme parks, exploring our world heritage listed hinterland, or finding something new to see and do in the city which has more attractions than any other destination in the southern hemisphere.”

“Why would you choose to go anywhere other than the Gold Coast this summer?”
ENDS.
For comment please contact:

John Kaarsberg Gold Coast Tourism Manager Media Development
0411 511 029 or john.kaarsberg@gctourism.com 














