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05 FEBRUARY, 2010
GOLD COAST MOVES TO CAPITALISE ON ASIAN TOURISM GROWTH
Gold Coast Tourism (GCT) has taken timely and decisive action on behalf of the Gold Coast tourism industry, it will appoint a full time marketing representative in China by June.
The GCT Regional Manager for China will be based in Shanghai and be responsible for leading promotion of the city as a leisure and business tourism destination, increasing our travel trade relationships, generating new commercial partnership opportunities, and boosting the exposure and knowledge of the Gold Coast as an international destination of choice.

Outbound tourism forecasts place China as the Gold Coast’s single biggest international growth opportunity over the next five years. GCT forecasts Chinese visitation to increase by around 10% over the next two years, outstripping the growth of the Gold Coast’s current number one and two international source markets, New Zealand and Japan respectively.

China is currently the Gold Coast’s third largest source of international tourists, last year we attracted 96,792 Chinese visitors who spent $57 million in the city.
GCT will also appoint a market expert for South East and North East Asia as part of its International Marketing department based on the Gold Coast, giving Gold Coast tourism businesses direct access to opportunities in Asia. 

An increase in international marketing funds have been allocated for 2010 to enable the Gold Coast to generate more destination marketing activity through travel trade, retailers, airlines and media for South East and North East Asia. The closure of the Singapore office in March has facilitated the additional marketing funds.
This international structure of on-the-ground activity in the emerging China market and increased marketing activity in the relatively mature South East Asian markets will drive solid growth beyond that already being experienced with the introduction of additional international flights direct into Gold Coast Airport.
ENDS.

For further comment please contact:

Gold Coast Tourism Director Communications, Ben Pole
0437 343 104 or ben.pole@gctourism.com













