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NATURE CHALLENGES THEME PARKS FOR TOURISTS ON THE GOLD COAST  

To the west of the Surfers Paradise city skyline, the popular theme parks and the famous beaches lies a lush hinterland region that offers visitors to Australia’s Gold Coast an alternative to the expected.

Surprisingly, the Gold Coast is Australia’s most bio-diverse city, it has the largest subtropical rainforest remnant in the world and more than 100,000ha of nature reserves and World Heritage listed sites.

Within 30 minutes drive of the beach, the sand and city give way to a collection of uniquely Australian villages nestled into hectares of ancient forests and national parks. Nature based tours, walking tracks, retreats, wineries and farms offer the traveller a different perspective of Australia’s most popular holiday destination.
Recent Tourism Research Australia data indicates 76 per cent of all international visitors and 34 per cent of all domestic overnight visitors participated in at least one nature based activity while in Australia. Consumers often make their travel decisions based on a desire for a particular experience and in todays fast pace city life a natural escape is high on the list of priorities. This puts the Gold Coast once again in first place as a potential destination for domestic and international tourists.

Managing Director of O'Reilly's Rainforest Retreat Shane O'Reilly said there is definitely an increasing trend from visitors seeking more in-depth natural experiences from their chosen holiday destination.

“We have seen strong growth in our accommodation and day tour visitor numbers over the last three years,” Mr O’Reilly said. 

“The growing interest is also across all markets, while domestic visitors and those from North America, UK and Europe have long held an interest in nature we have in the last two years experienced very high growth from Japan, Singapore, Taiwan and other Asian countries that used to be very focused on other aspects of the region.”

Tamborine Mountain is a popular starting point for visitors to the Gold Coast Hinterland region. At the centre of the village lies the Tamborine Mountain National Park and its Gallery Walk, a unique stretch of galleries, restaurants and antique and craft stores.

On weekends the village offers markets that showcase locally grown produce, including avocados and macadamia nuts. Good local produce and an array of quaint cottages and classic bed and breakfasts make this a popular area for tour groups, families, weddings, honeymoons and the quiet romantic getaway.

Further south, forces of nature have taken thousands of years to carve a spectacular landscape of cliffs, gorges and waterfalls around the Springbrook Plateau. Covering around 3000ha, the protected Springbrook National Park embraces landscapes of spirited waterfalls, meandering creeks, walls of rainforest and rare scenery.

The Yugambeh people lived in the valley for 6000 years, and today Aboriginal names remain as a reminder that this is still a special place for indigenous people.

Lamington National Park is a natural treasure, and in 1994 its significance was officially recognised when it was listed as a World Heritage Area.

Visitors will experience Australia's largest preserve of pristine sub-tropical rainforest, over 900 species of vascular plants and more than 120 bird species, a remarkable diversity of wildlife and an environment of extraordinary majesty. The region supports more frog, snake, bird and marsupial species than any other area in Australia.

The Gold Coast’s natural assets including the Hinterland, Broadwater, coastline and climate give the city a unique edge as a complete Asia Pacific destination. Its traditional popularity as a fun loving destination is being enhanced as travelers seek more nature based experiences as part of their holiday.

More than any other destination in Australia, the Gold Coast offers the best variety of experiences for visitors; it captures all that is great about Australia in one single city.
Gold Coast Nature Facts

· The Gold Coast is a subtropical destination with 300 days of sunshine annually and an average water temperature of 22 degrees.
· Home to the largest subtropical rainforest remnant in the world and more than 100,000ha of nature reserves and World Heritage listed sites.
· The Gold Coast has the most extensive Antarctic Beech cool temperate rainforests in Australia.
· There are over 260km of walking tracks and 70km of breathtaking surf beaches to discover. 
· Gold Coast City is the most biologically-diverse city in Australia with vegetation ranging from mountain rainforests to coastal wetlands.
· More than 34 species of amphibians, 323 birds, 72 mammals, 71 reptiles and 25 species of fish reside on the Gold Coast. 

Certified Gold Coast Ecotourism operators 

· Couran Cove Island Resort 
· O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat 
· Aries Tours 
· Binna Burra Mountain Lodge 
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