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MEDIA RELEASE




Wednesday 03 December, 2008

GOLD COAST BEACH CLUB ON OFFER TO JAPAN

Japanese visitors to Australia’s Gold Coast will have the unique opportunity to fully appreciate one of the major natural assets of the region, following today’s launch of the Gold Coast Beach Club at the award winning Northcliffe Surf Life Saving Club.

Designed as a fully interactive experience, the Gold Coast Beach Club will provide Japanese visitors a chance to indulge in all the fun, excitement and warmth provided by true Australian beach culture.

To ensure visitors feel more ‘at home’ there’ll be a Japanese speaking Beach Club Crew to assist, educate and entertain guests while at the club, plus a purpose built Beach Hut will guarantee a welcoming atmosphere.

The innovative daily program which officially started today, on the first day of the Australian summer, will make sure participants enjoy a range of quintessential Gold Coast beachside activities, with membership easily validated through inbound tourism operators and guide companies.

“This experience brings into play one of the great traditions of the Gold Coast and we are certain the Gold Coast Beach Club will develop into an absolute must do activity for all Japanese visitors,” said Gold Coast Tourism CEO Martin Winter.

“We are continually looking to rejuvenate our standing with Japanese visitors who remain a highly important international market for Gold Coast tourism operators as a whole.

“This innovative approach looks to provide a sample of what today’s Gold Coast has to offer to Japanese visitors.

“It is representative of the enthusiasm with which the industry is embracing the recent acquisition of Jetstar’s direct flights from Japan.   

“The Gold Coast is Australia’s playground and through the establishment of a hassle-free, Japanese friendly beach precinct there’ll be a great deal of fun to be had by all.

“With the support of Northcliffe Surf Life Saving Club there is also the serious side of beach and water safety that is discussed by qualified surf lifesavers during Gold Coast Beach Club activities.

“Gold Coast Beach Club membership remains valid for the duration of each visitors stay and with a full range of activities on offer, an action packed holiday is assured for all future members.”

Guests to the Gold Coast Beach Club will have complimentary access to:

Japanese-speaking Beach Club Crew to assist, educate and entertain guests whilst at the club. Beach Club crew will be situated at the rear of Northcliffe SLSC in a purpose built “Beach Hut” easily recognisable to guests on arrival.

“Membership” access to Northcliffe SLSC including:

1. Use of club restaurant with uninterrupted Beachfront Views for breakfast, lunch & dinner (meals & drinks additional cost)

2. Use of showers and change room facilities 

3. Use of Gaming Room 

Use of shade tents/parasols & sunscreen (tents/parasols subject to availability) 

Beach Club “Certificate of Participation” 

Beach games equipment including beach cricket, volleyball, Frisbees, etc (subject to availability) 

Opportunity to meet with and have photos taken with iconic Northcliffe Surf Lifesavers 

Beach Club guests will also have access to the following optional services, able to be pre-booked or purchased on the day: 

Beach towel rental ($10) 

 Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner options at Northcliffe SLSC overlooking the beach. Japanese language menus will be made available with a selection of Beach Club-themed dishes.

Group or one-on-one “LEARN TO” Surf & Boogie Board lessons. (Lessons are subject to availability. 

Beach Club and Northcliffe branded merchandise (caps, t-shirts, etc) 

Operations 

Official Start Date: December 1st, 2008 

Beach Club operates daily from 8.30am to 4pm 

Northcliffe SLSC operates daily from 7:30am to 9pm. Beach Club guests may continue to use Northcliffe SLSC’s restaurant facilities after the close of the Beach Club by showing their Beach Club card to staff. 

Ticket Issuance 

Gold Coast Tourism will provide all relevant ITO/Guide Companies on the Gold Coast with a registered stock of Beach Club cards, information sheets and accompanying Beach Club application forms. The application forms (Guest’s names/addresses required) will need to be filled in by the guests and presented to the Beach Club when they first arrive. Only then will their Beach Club cards be validated and guests given access to the Beach Club facilities & services. 

Shuttle Connection 

Gold Coast Tourism’s VeryGC Shuttle service will offer connections to Northcliffe SLSC on a daily basis. A revised shuttle timetable will be established. 

Group Options 

Corporate and Education groups are also welcome at Northcliffe SLSC. A range of tailored packages can be developed by Northcliffe to cater to the specific needs of group tours. Please contact Northcliffe SLSC for further details and applicable prices. 
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