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MEDIA RELEASE




Friday 7 October, 2008

JAPANESE MEGASTAR ENLISTED TO BOOST TOURISM TO GOLD COAST
Australia’s Gold Coast and Japanese megastar Becky (Rebecca-Eri Rabone) will feature in a new Jetstar advertising campaign aiming to increase Japanese visitation.

Becky filmed at several iconic Gold Coast locations this week including the famous Gold Coast beach, Sheraton Mirage and Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary.

Jetstar Chief Executive Officer Bruce Buchanan said the airline was thrilled to have Becky in Australia, where she will play a critical role in promoting both the Gold Coast as well as other parts of Australia to travellers flying Jetstar from Japan.

“Becky is as big in Japan as the combination of Delta Goodrem and Jennifer Hawkins are in Australia,” Mr Buchanan said.

“Becky is a great fit for Jetstar which continues to innovatively promote Australia to the Japanese market. She is youthful, fun and vibrant and has huge appeal across all age groups which we think is vital for Australian tourism continuing to attract key Japanese consumer groups to visit our shores.

“One of the benefits of a lower Australian dollar is destinations like the Gold Coast are now more affordable to Japanese customers,” he said. 

Since 2 October 2008 Jetstar has operated daily direct Gold Coast - Osaka services (including 5 weekly tag services to Sydney) and from 18 December 2008 will introduce a new 5 times weekly Gold Coast – Tokyo* service with its fleet to two class Airbus A330-200s.

Jetstar’s 12 weekly return flights between the Gold Coast and Japan will offer over 370,000 passenger seats on an annualised basis to better link the Gold Coast with Japan.

Gold Coast Tourism Chief Executive Officer Martin Winter is thrilled Jetstar has enlisted the use of the Japanese megastar to promote holidays to Queensland.
“Becky is one of Japan’s most popular celebrities and it is hoped her general appeal will entice Japanese tourists to take advantage of Jetstar’s value for money fares into the Gold Coast,” Mr Winter said.

The twenty-six-year-old began her career in children’s television, quickly establishing a successful career as a presenter on many children’s, lifestyle and entertainment programs. She has released a number of hit music singles, voiced animated characters in the popular Japanese anime movies, has completed a business degree and has her own clothing line.  

The latest advertising campaign featuring Becky and Jetstar will air throughout Japan in late November.
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