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GOLD COAST A FUN FILED AND EVOLVING HOLIDAY DESTINATION
Australia’s Gold Coast leads the way as a suitable holiday destination continually gaining strength from its amazing array of fun filled activity options.

Throughout the past 12 months there have been numerous new developments that have taken place which are sure to be appreciated by holiday makers throughout the summer months.

Please see below a listing of new developments and major milestones that have occurred on the Gold Coast during the past year. 
New Developments

· Harbour Day Spa

· Tamborine Mountain Tours (Hop on - Hop off)

· Seafood Discovery Trail

· Spyder Ryder Australia

· Sea World Cruises – New Cruise Combo

· 2010 Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show – Prestige Brokerage Display

· Mantra Sun City – Calmertherapies

· Draculas Haunted House – Digestion

· Chairman Mao Lounge Bar – East

· Peppers Spicers Peak Lodge – Babymoon Package

· Ripple Massage Sea Shell Massage Package

· Skydive Byron Bay Free Transfers 
· JTB Gold Coast Travel Centre – Eco Bike Hire
· Australian Sports Academy

· Extreme Green Challenge – Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary 

· Couran Cove Segway Tour

· Australian Outback Spectacular – Heroes of the Light Horse

· JPT Tour Group – Tastes of Paradise
· Winery on Wednesdays – Sirromet Winery

· Community Wildlife Hospital – Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary
· Water Park re-opens  -Sea World Resort

· ‘Flux Café – Restaurant – Bar’ – Mantra Crown Towers

· Refurbishments – Mantra Sun City

· O’Reilly’s Canungra Valley Vineyards turns 10
· Warner Village Theme Parks extend QLD VIP Pass
· The Mouses House
· Movie Stunt Experience

· Surf World Gold Coast Opens
· Robina Town Centre – 300 Million Dollar Facelift 

· Dreamworld – Australia, The Great Southern Land

· Atrium Facelift at Conrad Jupiters

· Green Challenge – Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary
· Currumbin’s Wildnight Adventure with Nightly Wild Buffet
· 1two3 Mediterranean Dining & Lounge Bar
· Dreamworld tackles obesity

· Level One Marina Mirage

· Greyhound Adventures

· Tall Ship Cruises Eco certification

· Balunjali

· Dreamworld’s Alien versus Predator versus You
· Sofitel - My Fair Lady
· Dracula’s Cabaret Restaurant – Vampirates

· QDeck

· O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat

· Ripple Massage

· Balloon Hot Air

· Sea World Cruises

· Gold Coast Skydive

· Tamborine Rainforest Skywalk

· New JPT tours to Tamborine and Tangalooma

· YourCoast offer (Queensland only)
· Sea World Ray Reef and Jet Rescue

· Wet ‘n’ Wild Kamikaze
· Warner Bros. Movie World – Hollywood Stunt Driver

· Sea World Cruises

· Hidden Peaks Guided Walks
· Witches Chase Cheese Co, Mt Tamborine Brewery and Liquid Amber Bistro and Grill

Milestones
· Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre – Queensland Tourism Awards

· Sofitel’s Room 81 – Pacific Rim Global Chef Challenge

· Robina Town Centre – Retail Property of the Year

· Tamborine Mountain Distillery exports to Singapore

· 30th Birthday – Oskars on Burleigh

· Putt Putt Golf turns 40

New Developments
The multi-award winning Harbour Day Spa has arrived on the Gold Coast with their recent purchase of the Phoenician Spa Retreat in Broadbeach. Harbour Day Spa Gold Coast fulfills the next stage of a personal dream for owners, Leanne Morris and Tracey Ivanovski.  Their first business, Harbour Day Spa Raby Bay in Brisbane continues to thrive and is well known and recognised for its excellence.  Leanne, Tracey and their team have achieved swags of awards since they started the business 5 years ago - they’re the current title holders of Best Day Spa in Australia from APAA (Australian Professional Aestheticians Association) and Best Day Spa in Australia from Aspa (Readers Choice Award) – they’ve also been included in BRWs top 100 start up businesses in Australia. The Harbour Day Spa Gold Coast team offers a complete spa experience. Their hairdressing team can create a superb new look, spas therapists offer the latest massage treatments, tailored facials, gentle waxing or one of 3 types of spray tans (including the new wash and wear Naked Tan which can be washed off after just 2 hours). Licensed medi-spa services providing IPL laser to treat skin pigmentation and permanent hair removal are about to be added to the extensive menu, and microdermabrasion is already available to improve skin texture. A qualified doctor is also available for advice on leading injectables for subtle facial enhancement. Harbour Day Spa Gold Coast is located at the Phoenician Resort, 26 Queensland Avenue, Broadbeach. www.harbourdayspa.com.au 

Tamborine Mountain Tours is pleased to launch their new Hop on-Hop off Tour, which provides visitors with the freedom to explore the many attractions of Tamborine Mountain at their own pace. Travelling aboard unique tram style trolley buses the scenic Mountain explorer loop includes over 15 stops including wineries, cafes, galleries, an award winning Distillery, glow worm caves, gift shops, Thunderbird park, a coffee plantation, the new Rainforest Skywalk, Witches Chase cheese factory and numerous National Parks offering spectacular views and picnic areas. For only $30 an all day Mountain Explorer pass is great value for anyone wanting to relax and experience the natural beauty of this sub-tropical sanctuary, complemented by the local knowledge of experienced drivers. Operating daily from 10.00am to 4.00pm the trolley buses depart from the Headquarters of Tamborine Mountain Tours, conveniently located next to Gallery Walk. The new Hop on-Hop off Tour will become a one stop destination for all visitors interested in exploring Tamborine Mountain in a fun, flexible and unique way. For further information please contact Tamborine Mountain Tours on 07 5545 4321 Visit the website: www.tamborinemountaintours.com 

The Southern Gold Coast and Tweed regions have joined forces to launch a new

Seafood Discovery Trail that showcases the region’s rich ocean harvest and all the best places to feast on it. The user-friendly guide combines seafood dining options to suit every budget – from favourite fish ‘n’ chip takeaways and beachfront surf clubs through to fine dining restaurants and cafes – with a wealth of aquatic activities. Start with breakfast at a beachfront surf club then head out on the water deep sea fishing, river cruising, kayaking, whale watching or snorkelling with turtles. Soak up the surfie vibe of Currumbin, Kirra, Snapper Rocks, Fingal, Kingscliff or Cabarita over a leisurely lunch and finish the day at one of the region’s signature seafood restaurants. With more than 50 options to choose from, you’ll definitely need to extend your stay by booking into one of the many accommodation properties available that offer something to suit every budget. The Seafood Discovery Trail can be downloaded from www.seafooddiscoverytrail.com and www.southerngoldcoast.com.au with links to online booking systems for accommodation reservations.
Spyder Ryder Australia is causing Gold Coast visitors to look twice as their stylish, and unusual, three-wheeled motorbikes zoom past. The Gold Coast is the only place in the world where people can tour on a Can Am Spyder Roadster Motorbike. The unusual looking set of wheels offer riders and passengers the speed and thrills of a motorbike with the safety and stability of a car including traction control, stability control, power steering and ABS. The half day ‘You-Ryde’ tag along and  ‘We-Ryde’ pillion passenger tours visit places including Springbrook, Mount Tamborine and Surfers Paradise.  A valid motorcycle licence and a minimum age of 23 years is required for the You-Ryde tour and both options include gear hire (helmet, jacket and gloves), morning or afternoon tea, fuel, insurance and guide/s. Thrill Rydes also available. The Spyder is capable of accelerating faster than a Porsche 911.  You-Ryde and We-Ryde tours are for four hours from $250 per person and Thrill rides are from $66 per person and range from 30 minutes to two hours. The Spyders are also available for private hire for up to five days. www.spyderryder.com.au 
Sea World Cruise presents an amazing new cruise combo. Enjoy a 2 hour Sea World Islands In The Sun calm water cruise then extend the fun by spending a full day at Sea World the next day. Alternatively, spend most of the day at Sea World then board the cruise at 2.30pm and relax with a cold drink. Sea World entry valid for the same day of the cruise or day following. Adults $65, children $35.  Sea World Islands In The Sun cruise is a two hour calm water cruise amongst the Gold Coast's newest and most expensive waterfront homes. Enjoy grandstand views from the three levels of viewing decks aboard Sea World's luxury $3.5M cruiser. Journey amongst the wildlife rich islands of the marine park and discover the Gold Coast's hidden wildlife wonders. Cruise only costs Adults $45 and children $10.  Alternatively try a Sea World Sunset City Lights cruise where you can relax and enjoy a complimentary glass of sparkling wine, a romantic sunset and stunning views of the city lights as evening falls over the beautiful Gold Coast Broadwater. A slow cruise along one of the world’s most scenic waterways with a soft music backdrop. It’s the perfect way to start your evening or end your day. Adults $35, children $15. Bookings and enquiries phone 1800 056 156.
Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show has introduced a new component for the 2010 Show - a Prestige Brokerage Display to showcase vessels of 15m or longer. The new category means there will be more high quality 15m-plus vessels, just part of the spectacular range of boats and marine products on display including multimillion dollar superyachts, sail boats, luxury cruisers, trailerable boats, jetskis, engines and kayaks. The 2010 show marks the 22nd annual Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show, staged at Sanctuary Cove on the northern area of the Gold Coast. The Show will be held Thursday, May 20 to Sunday, May 23 from 9am to 5pm daily. As in past years, the 22nd Show will feature on-water displays at the marina with linked walkways. There will be hardstand displays through the waterfront Marine Village. Three large pavilion exhibition areas include the Yachtbuilders’ Pavilion sited in a prime location with glass walls overlooking the marina. Many families enjoy the Show with its daily street entertainment and free entry for children aged up to 14 years. Visitors can view cooking demonstrations and fishing and boating presentations and seminars. Past events have showcased close to 900 boats and watercraft. Details on adult and concession admission, new products and activities will be available closer to the event. There is no parking on site but streamlined transport options include Park ‘n’ Ride, water and ferry transfer, helicopter transfer, limousine and taxi drop off. For details view www.sanctuarycoveboatshow.com.au 

Leading Surfers Paradise resort, Mantra Sun City, has taken relaxation to a higher orbit with the opening of a decadent new day spa. Holidaymakers can now splash out on the ultimate in Gold Coast indulgence with leading massage and beauty company Calmertherapies opening its doors at the property. Adding an extra dimension for guests looking to be pampered in paradise, the day spa offers a tempting range of body treatments and pamper packages to soothe the mind, body and soul.Located in the resort lobby, the day spa offers rejuvenating deep tissue, relaxation, pregnancy and hot stone massages plus a choice of cleansing facials utilising the finest French marine-based products from Algologie. Full body scrubs, deluxe pedicures and manicures, Mother’s Rewards and Men’s Treats is just a small example of what is waiting to be enjoyed, all in a serene and soothing setting. Open for appointments seven days a week by phoning 07 5584 6000, the day spa has soul soothing spa treatments starting from just $75. For bookings or further information call 13 15 17 or visit www.mantra.com.au 

The Dracula’s Haunted House attraction in Surfers Paradise has celebrated two years in the scream scene with the launch of a new crawl through experience, simply called Digestion. The new installation has been created on the fourth floor of the five level walk through horror maze and features 30m of themed passages that give its victims a taste of what it’s like to be swallowed whole and then slowly digested. Unsuspecting visitors will find themselves standing in front of a 3m sculpture of, wait for it… Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s face. The only way forward is to crawl into the gaping mouth, slide over the giant spongy tongue and then continue on a bizarre journey that takes you past heaving lungs, a giant beating heart, through a squirming stomach and then into a twisting maze of intestines. Not for the squeamish, the claustrophobic or the politically sensitive, but guaranteed to have you rolling in laughter. Hi-tech animation and audio visual FX create a sensory experience that’s designed to churn the stomach and set your mind in a whirl. www.draculas.com.au   
From the people that have brought you EAST in Broadbeach, comes the newly created, and culturally influenced, cosmopolitan Lounge Bar, Chairman MAO. Vintage glamour and clean modern lines, this intimate and eclectic lounge bar on the street level of Surf Parade can only be described as a perfect fusion of new contemporary/kitsch design. Imagine harking back to the Shanghai nights of old, where Chairman MAO would share a drink with a sexy cigarette girl, world traders and dealers celebrate closing a deal with a scotch straight up, and Asian working girls giggling and sipping on cocktails whilst waiting to be approached. Drape across the outdoor lounge  and relax with one of the 20 wines offered by the glass, or let the mixologist who is inspired by time-tested classics create you an all-hand pressed cocktail using only the freshest in premium fruits. Gold Coaster’s can surely bank on one thing these day’s - EAST really know how to bring a little culture out in all of us! www.east88.com.au 

For parents-to-be, the latest must-do is a babymoon, one last relaxing and romantic vacation before the baby arrives. Peppers Spicers Peak Lodge on Queensland’s Scenic Rim specialises in indulgent getaways for couples including calming massages, de-stress beauty and body treatments and superb dining and exquisite delights to satisfy cravings. Peppers CEO Bob East says that Peppers is renowned for its romantic holiday offerings in some of the most scenic areas of Australia and New Zealand. “The time before a baby born is very special and we understand that this holiday is all about exceptional moments, privacy and relaxation.” A selection of Babymoon packages available at Peppers include: Two nights luxury accommodation, a welcome gift on arrival, a soothing pregnancy massage for Mum and a calming hot stone massage for Dad, a variety of luscious foods for morning tea, afternoon tea and lunch to satisfy almost all of those food cravings, non-alcoholic beverage selection, as well as beer and wine (for Dad), 24 hour beverage service and complimentary in-room bar, chef’s selection of canapés, seven-course degustation dinner on each evening, tailored to your specific dietary requirements, gourmet breakfast delivered to your suite, superior L’Occitane amenities, nightly turndown service, a gift for the parents and new baby including a fine quality L’Occitane pamper package, baby book and more. This all-inclusive package is $1,340 per person. For reservations call 1300 773 452 or email spicerspeak@peppers.com.au 

Spoil yourself or a loved one this Christmas with a range of exotic new packages available through Ripple Massage. Sea Shell Massage Package - Reef shells are heated and coated in aromatherapy oils to soothe and relax muscles -  3 hour Seashell Massage Package - $280 or 2 hour Seashell Massage Package - $185. Scented oils heated in a cowrie shell crevasse, crimson tinted cone shells unlocking the stress in shoulders and delicate cockle shells smoothing the lines on the face. Sea shells have an uplifting natural energy that is drawn on in a unique new massage style by Ripple. The shells are used in a mix of ways. Some like the cowries are heated, and aromatherapy oils are poured into the crevasse to warm before being trickled onto the body. The smooth domed surface is also used with hands on massage to release muscles. The shells are used both to de stress and for deeper tissue work. Other shells like the lions paws and scarlet coloured scallops are heated and placed on the body to warm the chakras and also the hands during the massage. Cones and olives unlock tension in the neck and shoulders. Sea Shell massage is also included in an accommodation and massage package at Witches Falls Cottages on Tamborine Mountain. Call Leigh today to book or for more information on 0438 567 906 email or book now through our secure online server www.ripplemassage.com.au
Skydive Byron Bay has 3 new air-conditioned vehicles with DVD screens used for free transfers from the Gold Coast. The company operates a 17 seat aircraft which makes it ideal for large groups to jump together. The fully equipped skydiving centre offers cinema lounge, free internet cafe, food cafe, viewing deck, plus kitchen/bathroom facilities. The airstrip and landing area is right out front so spectators can see all the action to create an exciting atmosphere. Brand new DVD/Photo cameras and dubbing equipment also allows provision of the highest quality DVD & Photographs in Australia this summer. Visit www.skydivebyronbay.com   
JTB Gold Coast Travel Centre is pleased to announce Gold Coast’s first Eco-Bike Hire. Experience the Gold Coast like never before with these new eco-friendly, electric-powered bikes. It’s a great way to explore the city and take in the beautiful sights of the Gold Coast. The best thing is, you choose how much effort you want to put in. Turn on the battery, hop on and away you go. For only $10 for two hours, it’s a cheap, fun and unique way to tour around the Gold Coast. There are currently ten Eco-Bikes available for hire and helmets and locks are provided. From the October 22, 2009, the total number of Eco-Bikes will be increased to forty. Be Eco. Be Active. For further information, please contact Emma Beggs on 0438 424 026 or ebeggs@jtb.com.au
An Australian-first sports institute has been established on the Gold Coast – The Australian Sports Academy - based at the Runaway Bay Sports Super Centre. The academy offers 16 certificate and diploma qualifications in sports education, training and fitness, coaching, sports development, marketing and sports and event management. The academy will provide students with Australia’s first formally-aligned sports and tertiary educational qualifications. The Queensland Government has formally recognised the Australian Sports Academy as a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) and the first of its type in the country. It’s a huge boost to sport and education in the region and a strong vote of confidence in the Gold Coast as a leading sports business destination. The courses are designed to provide a proper career path for people who want to professionally play, coach or work in sports administration. The courses also include certificates two, three and four in such areas as Marketing, Business, Financial Services, Hospitality, and Occupational Health and Safety. People wanting further information on the Australian Sports Academy, Australian Football College and Australian Academy can visit www.australiansportsacademy.edu.au or call 1300 656 693.
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary’s all-new, exhilarating treetops ropes courses – the Green Challenge is now bigger and even more exciting than ever before. The Extreme Green Challenge, presented in association with Adventure Parc, is the newest nature-based adventure experience for the Gold Coast. Sixty-five challenges, over four separate courses, will weave their way through the eucalypt and rainforest canopy, taking visitors higher and further into the spectacular natural setting. The Green Challenge is based on the Adventure Parc concept, which takes elements of SAS commando training delivered as safe, fun and exciting treetops ropes courses for children and adults. The new Currumbin courses are like no other – surrounded by native wildlife, combined with world-class wildlife displays and shows located just a short walk from one of Australia’s best beaches. The four courses will include a beginners’ course, two intermediate courses and the Extreme Green Challenge – an advanced course designed to offer the ultimate challenge for participants. With high Tarzan swings and a giant flying fox, the Extreme Green Challenge will test the agility and daring of anyone who takes on the course. www.cws.org.au 

Book your holiday fun at Couran Cove Island Resort and become one of the first to experience an Island / Beach Segway Tour on the Gold Coast. A Segway is a two-wheeled electric personal transporter, which will carry you off-road at speeds of up to 20kmh. Provided by Corporate & Group Xperiences Pty Ltd, the newly designed tours will take you through the beautiful backdrop of the resort with views of the island’s bushland, rainforests and then on to the sand dunes and 22km of pristine white beach.  While on the tour, resort guests will get the chance to get up close and personal with the island’s amazing wildlife, fauna and flora, and may also have the opportunity of viewing breaching whales. www.couran.com 
The Australian Outback Spectacular has begun a new chapter with the recent opening of its exciting new dinner show ‘Heroes of the Light Horse’. Since opening its doors in April 2006, Australian Outback Spectacular has entertained more than a million people from all over the world, with its celebration of Australian stock men and women at work and play. The audience learns of their history, marvels at demonstrations of their riding skills, laughs at the gags and enjoys the songs and poems of the outback. The new show, ‘Heroes of the Light Horse’ will retain all the fun, charm and skill of the original, while also celebrating the link between our stockmen and the legendary Australian Light Horse. The new show has been directed by one of Australia’s most celebrated film and television directors, Simon Wincer, who is best known for movies, ‘The Man from Snowy River’, ‘The Lighthorsemen’, ‘Phar Lap’ and ‘Free Willy’.  In Heroes of the Light Horse, Wincer adds a new element to the show by blending extracts from his movie with the live light horse action in the foreground, further enhancing the show and introducing high definition movie vision to all scenes. The audience follows Australian troops on the long, dry march to the outskirts of Beersheba in Palestine, witnessing the famous charge against entrenched artillery, machine guns and infantry, to take and secure the precious wells of Beersheba. www.myfun.com.au 

A new tour by the JPT Tour Group, Tastes of Paradise, combines tantalising seafood and unique fresh fruit tastings with the Gold Coast’s best outdoor tour experiences, from cruising glistening waterways to driving emerald rainforests and cuddling wildlife. The family friendly tour transfers guests by luxury coach to the Catch-a-Crab Cruise departure terminal on the Tweed River and on to the working farm, Tropical Fruit World in the lush Murwillumbah River valley. A tranquil cruise on the Tweed River reveals the chance to experience fish and wild pelican feeding, bird spotting, yabbie pumping, fishing, crab and oyster tasting and then the JPT bus transfers guests via a scenic hinterland drive to Tropical Fruit World - a treasure trove of exotic fruits, farm animals, natural cosmetics and fresh food produce. This is a full-day tour operating on Tuesdays and Thursdays at a cost of $135 per adult and $110 for children aged three to 14 years.

www.jpttours.com 

Leave the car at home and enjoy an afternoon at Sirromet Winery, tasting award winning local wines as part of Sirromet’s all new Winery on Wednesdays initiative. Sirromet’s picturesque winery is located in beautiful semi rural Mount Cotton amidst acres of vineyards, with views across the rolling hills to Moreton Bay.  The grounds are home to a host of native animals and birds, yet it’s all only a 40 minute drive north from the heart of the Gold Coast. Boasting more than 400 wine awards, Sirromet is Queensland's largest and most decorated winery. The tour includes transfers to and from the Gold Coast, a wine tasting at the Cellar Door and plenty of time to enjoy the rest of Sirromet Winery. You can relax with a glass of wine and a cheese or antipasto platter at Cellar Door. Other optional extras include a gourmet lunch at Restaurant Lurleen's (bookings essential) or a guided tour of the winery (bookings essential). The eye-opening guided winery tour takes you through the wine making process, step-by-step from the grape to the warehouse, in an experience available no where else in Queensland. Book a Winery Wednesday tour from $50 (including transfers to and from accommodation) through Sirromet’s Cellar Door on 3822 0694 or email brooke@sirromet.com Visit www.sirromet.com   
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary has officially opened a new $1.5 million Community Wildlife Hospital to ensure continued first-class treatment of the region’s sick, injured and orphaned native wildlife. The new Community Wildlife Hospital has been Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary’s largest capital project over the last year and will provide a base for the Sanctuary’s veterinary staff as well as providing space for researchers in a number of cooperative conservation research projects. Prior to the opening of the new hospital, Currumbin’s veterinary staff worked out of a small, outdated building where they provided free treatment for more than 4500 native animals brought to the hospital each year by concerned members of the community. Stage 1 of the hospital construction has been completely funded through proceeds from Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary’s commercial activities as well as public donations and partnership support from Gold Coast Airport Ltd and the Tugun Community Bank Branch Bendigo Bank. Stage 2, which will include an interpretive Community Native Garden Trail and Native Bird Rehabilitation Facility, has just been successful in attracting a Federal Government contribution of $346,933 under the Jobs Fund as part of the Government’s Economic Stimulus Plan. www.cws.org.au  

Sea World Resort has reopened its 1.6 hectare Water Park with guests now able to enjoy free unlimited use of the expansive splash zone during summer. The Water Park became part of the resort in December 2009 and was in addition to the existing $1million kids water playground. The Water Park features two large lagoon style pools, two full sized flumes, a mammoth plunge and a kids’ water zone. This summer private cabanas are also available for hire providing added space and luxury for guests seeking a haven from the sun and excitement. Hire price includes lounge chairs, a sofa, beach towels, Pay TV and a fridge with soft drinks. For bookings go to www.myfun.com.au or call 1800 074 448.

Springbrook’s newest "couples only" bed & breakfast establishment, Sanctuary at Springbrook provides exclusive deluxe accommodation and traditional Australian country style hospitality to be enjoyed by one couple per night. On arrival, you will receive a friendly welcome and be escorted to your own separate "Queenslander" accommodation, which features a romantic king-size, four poster canopy bed, an old fashioned claw foot bath, a gas log fire for cold winter nights, mood lighting, luxurious furniture, and your own private verandas. Located 700 metres above sea level on beautiful Springbrook mountain, Sanctuary at Springbrook offers a B+B experience unlike anything else. www.sanctuaryspringbrook.com.au  

Premier Gold Coast resort Mantra Crown Towers has become a more enticing holiday jewel than ever following the completion of an exciting refurbishment program. The property is proud to announce the opening of Flux Café – Restaurant – Bar in the main lobby, offering a mouth watering menu of European a-la-carte cuisine, changing constantly to stay fresh and exciting. Featuring a casual, relaxed dining atmosphere, Flux Café – Restaurant – Bar is open from 7am until late serving breakfast, lunch and dinner for visitors and resort guests. A stylish new barbecue facility, rejuvenated kids outdoor area including pirate ship and waterslide and new sun lounges in the beach area add to the fresh feel. Fifty apartments have also been fully refurbished with the remainder to be finished by the end of the year. Call 13 15 17 or visit www.mantra.com.au 

Already one of the Gold Coast’s most popular holiday resorts, Mantra Sun City is an even brighter option for a sizzling getaway with a host of new initiatives in place. Guests can now splash out in the newly heated plunge pool which complements the resort’s existing heated pool and spa. The kids will be happy to give mum and dad the slip on the two Aztec Waterslides now running 365 days a year from 10am to 4pm. A qualified lifeguard is on duty from 10am to 4pm every day of the year keeps safety at Sun City a top priority. From the pool to the palate and the resort’s in house restaurant, Sayas has launched a tasty new Mexican & International cuisine a-la-carte menu as well as a delicious Cocktail Bar snack menu for a quick bite. For delightful outdoor dining, Mantra Sun City has opened a new alfresco area with gas heating adjacent to Sayas Restaurant. Call 13 15 17 or visit www.mantra.com.au 
O’Reilly’s Canungra Valley Vineyards is turning 10! Located in the Gold Coast Hinterland, the award-winning boutique vineyard is owned and operated by the O’Reilly family, famous for sharing their legendary brand of hospitality with guests for more than 80 years. The Vineyard is celebrating its decade milestone in style with a free family fun birthday party at the Vineyard on Saturday, 10th October. The O’Reilly family are welcoming their extended ‘family’, vineyard members and local visitors, to join the party, with a ping pong regatta in the creek, grape spitting competition, local produce with market stalls or soaking up the atmosphere with a live Irish band, in the tradition of the old O’Reilly days. Children will be entertained with face painting, trailer rides, ‘roving reptiles’ nature show or they can cool off with a swim in the creek. Plus, there will be plenty of mouth-watering food with a BBQ buffet lunch served by the creek under the shade of the Silky Oaks. Bookings are essential for the 10th Birthday Party – enquiries to the Vineyard on 07 5543 4011. O’Reilly’s Canungra Valley Vineyards is situated in the Gold Coast Hinterland, a scenic 40 minutes drive from Surfer’s Paradise.
Warner Bros. Movie World, Sea World & Wet’n’Wild Water World are continuing to lead the fun revolution with the extension of the sale period for the QLD VIP Pass. The QLD VIP PASS, which offers locals from Queensland and Northern New South Wales UNLIMITED FUN for just $99.95 with entry to Movie World, Sea World and Wet’n’Wild until 30 June 2010*, has been a massive success with more than 100,000 passes sold to date. Due to the success of the QLD VIP Pass, the theme parks have decided to not only extend the sale period, but also lift the block-out dates, which means that QLD VIP pass holders will now be able to visit their favourite theme parks through the entire summer holidays. As a bonus, Sea World Resort & Water Park will continue to offer a special QLD VIP theme park package which is on sale until 20 December.  From $597** guests can stay 3 nights and get 2 QLD VIP PASSES for FREE still giving them entry to the 3 parks until 30 June 2010. Join the FUN REVOLUTION and get your QLD VIP PASS today. Visit MyFun.com.au or call 133 FUN (133 386), or buy direct at Sea World, Warner Bros. Movie World or Wet’n’Wild Water World Ticket Booths. www.myfun.com.au 
The Gold Coast has a new online gift company www.tasteoftamborine.com.au which showcases a unique range of quality gifts and gourmet hampers from award winning producers on Tamborine Mountain. Gifts start from $27.50 excluding delivery, with an all new Christmas range available right now. Corporate and personal shoppers are welcome. Contact: sales@tasteoftamborine.com.au or call 07 5545 0170.
The Mouses House, Springbrook is arguably the most unique rainforest chalet accommodation resort of its type in Australia. Located in the World Heritage listed Warrie National Park in the Gold Coast Hinterland, the award winning Mouses House consists of 11 delightful rainforest chalets, most with a loft and picturesque views and sounds of cascading mountain streams. Each individual chalet has a fully equipped kitchen, wood fireplace, reverse-cycle air conditioning, separate bedroom with 22" HD LCD TV, 42" HD Plasma lounge TV, DVD player, CD stereo radio, combined lounge and dining room, plus a private balcony with BBQ. All chalets have their own private in-chalet 2 person spa bath with views into the rainforest, private telephone and WI-Fi internet access. The Mouses House offers guests free use of a sauna, 38ºC oak hot tub, mountain bikes, DVD's & CD's and 1/2 size tennis court. At night possums will visit each chalet and can be hand fed. Why not spoil yourself with an in-chalet Swedish Body massage. The Mouses House is just 400m away from the magnificent 4 km 'Twin Falls' Rainforest walk. www.mouseshouse.com.au 
Movie Stunt Experience is the newest adrenalin charged attraction on the Gold Coast where participants get to experience what it is like to be an action movie stunt performer. Complete with Hollywood trained instructors at ‘Stunt Park’; participants gain expert tuition in movie making techniques including wire work (suspended in a harness performing acrobatics similar to techniques used in Wolverine and Matrix), commando style abseiling including window penetrations and forward abseiling and film fighting choreography (demonstrates how techniques and tricks are used to great effect in movies). Guests can also pair-up with a friend or stunt performers and have their fight scene professionally filmed, edited with sound effects and presented on a DVD. Participants also have the opportunity to be involved in expert high falls and fireburns through programs coordinated by the principal of the Australian Stunt Academy, Colin Handley who is a nine times Australian Taekwondo champion and has worked on action films alongside the likes of Schwarzenegger, Stallone and Van Damme. www.moviestuntexperience.com 
Queensland’s first surfing museum, Surf World Gold Coast has opened its doors at Currumbin in a celebration of the history and contribution of surfing and beach culture to the region. A topic of discussion for many years, the museum has come to fruition after tireless efforts over the past12 months. Chair of the steering committee, Mal Sutherland, said the exhibition opening followed months of hard work with 100 boards showing the evolution of design and technology from the 1930s through to today, photographs of early surf scenes and current work by world-renowned surf photographers. This is just a portion of the collection. The museum is located on the 1st floor of Honeyworld, opposite Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary and entry will cost just $9 for adults, $5 for children and $20 for families.
Robina Town Centre is fun for the whole family with a diverse range of shopping, entertainment and dining experiences to choose from. Robina Town Centre has recently undergone a $300 million overhaul - making it the largest shopping centre in Queensland -  and is now home to the Gold Coast’s only David Jones department store as well as Big W, Target, Kmart, Coles, two Woolworths Supermarkets and more than 300 specialty stores. The centre is home to a new world class fashion mall featuring some of Australia’s most iconic brands, boasts a massive 900 seat Food Atrium with a choice of 14 dining options, event cinemas plus an array of restaurants ideally located alongside the picturesque lake which adjoins Robina Town Centre. Ph: +61 7 5575 0400 www.robinatowncentre.com.au 
Dreamworld Gold Coast has commissioned Sydney-based production house, GraingerTV, to produce an Australian wildlife and habitat documentary to screen in its 6-storey movie theatre by September. The 30 minute production, titled “Australia, the Great Southern Land”, will focus on the four themed territories that Dreamworld showcases: The wetlands of Kakadu, the Rainforests of the Daintree, the Outback, and Koala country. GraingerTV has been travelling to these territories, recording stunning images of both the habitat and its wildlife. Members of the Dreamworld wildlife team will be featured in the programme, including Al Mucci, General Manager of Life Sciences. The aim is to share Dreamworld's passion for wildlife with Australian and International guests as a warm-up to a visit to the wildlife sanctuary where guests can actually see and touch the real thing. One of the team’s major projects has been breeding the bilbies at Dreamworld, and releasing them into protected enclosures in the bush. GraingerTV will follow the entire bilby story, from breeding through to release. The intention is to screen a Mandarin version of the programme every morning to a growing audience of Chinese visitors to the theme park, with another screening in English every afternoon. Filming and editing will be concluded in August, aimed at screening in Dreamworld’s Giant screen cinema from September. www.worldsinone.com.au 

Conrad Jupiters has added a dash of style, a pinch of class and a twist of lime in a million dollar makeover that promises to leave you shaken not stirred. The Queensland icon has spent just over a million dollars upgrading the Atrium Bar and officially unveiled its chíc, new look at a recent VIP, red-carpet function. The new-look Atrium Bar has a striking bar façade of silver granite and glistening green glass mosaic tiles which create maximum visual impact and complements the custom designed carpet and furniture for a bold, signature look. The Atrium Bar will specialise in Tequila Cocktails and Margaritas while featuring the ‘Atrium Originals’ including the ‘red corvette’ and ‘long island ice tea’; the ‘Old Favourites’ like ‘japanese slipper’ and ‘pina colada’; and the classic ‘Martini Style’ including ‘french’ and ‘cosmopolitan’. 

 
Opening September 2009, Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary’s all-new, exhilarating treetops ropes courses – the Green Challenge – will become bigger and even more exciting than ever before. The Green Challenge, presented in association with Adventure Parc, is the newest nature-based adventure experience for the Gold Coast. Sixty-six challenges, over four separate courses, will weave their way through the eucalypt and rainforest canopy, taking visitors higher and further into the spectacular natural setting. The Green Challenge is based on the Adventure Parc concept, which takes elements of SAS commando training delivered as safe, fun and exciting treetops ropes courses for children and adults. The new Currumbin courses will be like no other – surrounded by native wildlife, combined with world-class wildlife displays and shows located just a short walk from one of Australia’s best beaches. To enjoy the new Green Challenge attraction, visitors can purchase a two-day, two attraction course for entry to Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary plus the Green Challenge. www.currumbin-sanctuary.org.au 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary’s new Wildnight Adventure combines a buffet with the night tour and is the only Gold Coast evening opportunity to get closer to Australia’s native wildlife. Seventy per cent of Australia’s wildlife is nocturnal, so this is a rare chance to see animals like owls, possums, Tassie Devils, wombats and sugar gliders active at night. Within the restaurant Visitors will have a delicious choice of hot dishes, salads and desserts chosen to reflect the Australian experience. With the Wild Buffet overlooking the Sanctuary’s Arena Precinct, visitors will enjoy natural surroundings, wildlife appearances and photo opportunities as they gear up for the ‘walk on the wild side’. From 7:00pm the guided walking tour starts, in groups of up to 20 people – with commentary and opportunities for questions. The tour takes in the Koala and Wombat enclosures, before visiting Holey, one of the largest Saltwater Crocodiles in captivity surrounded by our Freshwater Crocodiles. Then it’s on to the Kangaroo Paddock to hand-feed the kangaroos and a visit to the Tasmanian Devils brought to the Sanctuary as part of the recovery program. A fire crackles in a clearing of Mellaleuca trees creating a feeling of anticipation before the nightly Aboriginal dance show. www.currumbin-sanctuary.org.au 

Tamborine Mountain Distillery has reconfirmed its enviable reputation as a world leader by claiming the winning entry in the Alcoholic Beverage Category of the recent Food Magazine Challenge Awards. By claiming top honours for its Wattle Toffee Liqueur, the acclaimed Gold Coast distillery created Food Challenge history, becoming the first back-to-back winner in any category of the competition. A highly commended award for its Hibsicus Liqueur capped off a memorable night for the distillery which has so far accumulated 99 International Awards from San Fransisco, Chicago, London, Germany, Belgium, and Austria through its range of liqueurs, vodkas, Eau de Vie and spirits. The Food Magazine Challenge Awards recognise and reward food and drink processors that most successfully demonstrate product innovation and excellence. The Awards are open to all companies, regardless of size, that have a food or drink processing presence in Australia and New Zealand. www.tamborinemountaindistillery.com 
Recently voted Best New Restaurant of 2008 in the Gold Coast Magazine’s People’s Choice Awards, 1two3 Mediterranean Dining & Lounge Bar has just been named Australia’s Best Mediterranean Restaurant in the I LOVE FOOD AWARDS on Foxtel’s Lifestyle Channel! Located in the heart of Broadbeach, on the sunny Gold Coast – 1two3 Dining & Lounge Bar serves Mediterranean cuisine with a Modern Australian twist and has carved out a niche for itself as a venue with something for everyone; beautiful breakfasts, romantic dinners, celebrations and parties, corporate events, cocktail parties in the Lounge Bar and lots more. A talking point from day one is the innovative concept of  most menu items being available in three different sizes: taster, entrée or main course; a revolutionary concept in dining out that lets you decide your portion size dependant on your appetite and budget. A popular venue with both locals and tourists, 1two3 has live music most nights of the week in conjunction with popular weekly events such as La Femme Ladies Champagne Party, Friday Night Cocktail Party and Sunday’s ‘Kiwi Karma’ Sessions. www.1two3restaurant.com.au  

Australia’s biggest playground, Dreamworld and WhiteWater World, has sharpened its pencil on the issue of childhood obesity and sun safety by launching a hands-on educational program aimed at raising awareness of healthy habits among adolescent school children. The Dreamkids – Healthy Habit Attack! is a self-directed half day program that encourages school students between Years 5 and 9 to traverse the 37 hectare theme parks and analyse three key areas of health: Fitness, Sun Safety and Healthy Food Habits. Students will investigate how their well-being is influenced by personal, social, cultural and environmental factors through a series of fun and practical activities. They will be tasked with calculating the amount of energy expended walking from one thrill ride to another, the number of steps to climb to burn popular foods, and how to design a day in park to avoid the harshest UV rays. Using foods available on the theme park menu boards, they will also develop meals for different dietary and cultural requirements and learn how to recognise healthier options from occasional treats. The Dreamworld Healthy Habit Attack program will appeal to all schools. Bookings are essential and can be made by calling 07 5588 1184 or emailing: education@dreamworld.com.au
The all new Level One, Marina Mirage is “the” address for International and Australian designer fashion. And it is “the” address for eclectic collections ranging from innovative cutting edge design, classic iconic styles and the very latest in one off couture. Fashion luminaries Hermes, Lisa Ho, Charlie Brown and Janine Edwards have forged a name for Level One over generations and now they are being joined by Australian designers Tim O’Connor and sister duo Zimmermann, international designer Gail Elliott with her sassy Little Joe label, accessories leader Mimco, luxury fashion stockist Christensen Copenhagen and the ever popular Max & Co. George Gross and Harry Who, another Marina Mirage favourite, has revealed a stunning new store and still to arrive on Level One during June is a revamp for iconic Carla Zampatti and DeLisle Children’s Imports. While the lauded new look for Emporio Guardi is set to be revealed soon. New stores soon to arrive on Level One include Jigsaw, Via La Moda and Harry’s Imports. The addition of parking on level one makes access easy. Just a quick dart up the ramp off Seaworld Drive and you will be discovering for yourself shopping on Level One at Marina Mirage really is in a class all of it’s own. www.marinamirage.com.au 

Backpacking the Land Down Under has never been cheaper or easier for those on a budget thanks to Greyhound Australia’s new offering. The company has launched Greyhound Adventures, giving visitors the chance to see the best of the country, including Australia’s Gold Coast. Tourists can buy kilometres to use on its coaches to any one of the 1,100 destinations it travels to around the country as well as exchange some of the kilometres for a wide variety of tours, day trips and adventure experiences. Greyhound Adventures gives travellers total flexibility, meaning they are no longer bound by set itineraries offered by traditional tour packages. If backpackers come across an experience they are interested in they can just add it into their schedule by exchanging kilometres or paying cash. All people need to do is purchase a Kilometre Pass and then book their travel either online at www.greyhoundadvenuteres, visit a Greyhound terminal or call 1300 473 946.
Tall Ship Sailing Cruises, McLarens Landing Tropical Island Paradise & Whale Watching Gold Coast are happy to confirm all businesses have officially gained Eco Tourism certification. To celebrate this distinction a winter special offer of a full day Whale and Island experience package for the price of a half day is now available. Visit www.tallship.com.au 
Kayaking, snorkeling, dolphins, Aboriginal culture; introducing the greatest natural adventure on the Gold Coast. Balunjali's half and full day kayaking adventures enable guests' hands on participation in the Aboriginal Culture. Guests journey by kayak with their guide across the tranquil blue waters encountering wildlife: dolphins, turtles, stingrays and native birds. Then it's time to immerse in the warm waters, snorkel, feed the colourful sub-tropical fish or soak up the sun from the golden shoreline. On South Stradbroke island, Balunjali guests encounter the Golden Swamp wallabies (unique to this island) as they participate with their guide in the journey from past to present, gaining a deeper understanding of the Aboriginal's cultural history as caretakers of the land. To book please visit www.balunjali.com.au    
Dreamworld’s Alien versus Predator versus You combative experience drops its guests in the heat of battle against the backdrop of the cult sci-fi film, Alien vs. Predator. Humans are the bait and their mission is to survive. Taking place in an intelligent arena that fights back, combatants earn points by engaging multi-layered targets with a Delta Strike phaser that triggers both shotgun and rifle-effect beams and comes with LCD screens and speakers to provide real-time game play information. www.dreamworld.com.au Dreamworld is also offering a special deal for a limited time where kids play free of charge following the purchase of two Adult two-day World Passes. (valid only for Queensland and New South Wales residents). Visitors also have another value for money opportunity whereby with every purchase of a 2-day World Pass to Dreamworld and White Water World you gain an extra 12 days free of charge. The 2 Day World Pass offers double the thrills and double the fun in one convenient location and is available until August 31, 2009 for adults at $102.00, children (4 to 13 inclusive)/pensioners at $68.00 and Families & Friends (2 adults + 2 children) at $306.00. www.dreamworld.com.au
Enjoy a little luxury and treat yourself to your very own Audrey Hepburn style makeover when you book the My Fair Lady package at Sofitel Gold Coast Broadbeach. Commence your makeover experience with luxury overnight accommodation, signature cocktails for two at the award winning Room81 Bar, a bottle of chilled Moët on arrival, buffet breakfast for two at On3 poolside restaurant and valet car parking. Once you’ve checked in it’s time to visit Pacific Fair Shopping Centre for your makeover finale. Indulge with a hair treatment, head massage and blow wave from Michael Dib, hand spa treatment from L’Occitane, a mini makeover and eyebrow shape from FIX Hair & Beauty Salon and a one hour personal styling session for two with a Pacific Fair stylist! The My Fair Lady package will have you feeling and looking like a new and revitalised  person in no time. Packages start from just $250* per person, twin share. For reservations, +61 (07) 5592 2250 www.sofitelgoldocast.com.au 

Draculas Cabaret Restaurant promises to blast all previous productions out of the water this winter with their new “thrillertainment” - Vampirates. Dracula’s new show takes the plunge into the high-camp world of Vampire Pirates in this fast-paced comedy voyage of the damned. The costumes are lavish, the comedy is jet black and the acts are a feast for the senses– all set to a rockin’ song list that will have you stomping your peg leg. Prepare yourself for mind-bending optical illusions, fleshy comedy, loads of puppets, mime, magic and rock music productions that “Aaarrrrr amazing!” Vampirates, featuring every talented member of the current cast including their live jazz trio, serve up a fast paced swashbuckling screamfest with a side order of insanity. Vampirates is the first new show to open since Dracula’s spectacular $5 million revamp. Advance booking is highly recommended. Contact 5575 1000 or check out www.draculas.com.au for more information.
Regarded as one of the Gold Coast’s most popular attractions, QDeck has become a must see attraction for locals and visitors alike. Situated on the 77th floor of the World’s Tallest Residential Tower Q1, QDeck provides stunning 360 degree panoramic views that stretch from the surf to the hinterland and beyond. Located in the heart of Surfers Paradise, QDeck is the only beachside observation tower in Australia, where visitors can experience the shimmering Gold Coast skyline at night or take in views from Brisbane to Byron Bay during the day. The observation deck has fast become synonymous with the Gold Coast, much like the Eiffel Tower is to Paris and the Empire State Building to New York. Visit www.QDeck.com.au 

For many guests winter is synonymous with a stay at O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat - with walking in the World Heritage listed rainforest at its comfortable best and with the comfort food you crave at its most tempting, (after all you’ve probably walked it off already). This year a winter escape to O’Reilly’s also offers the chance to indulge in some serious pampering at O’Reilly’s new world-class Lost World Spa which takes relaxation and rejuvenation to new heights - 1km above sea level! www.oreillys.com.au
As the winter season sets in and temperatures continue to drop, Australian owned mobile day spa Ripple Massage and Beauty is vowing to keep its clients warm with the luxurious Hot Stone Massage. Incorporating volcanic rocks with divine aromatherapy oils, this massage is designed to gently press out the tension in your body while stimulating the muscles. The hydrating essential oils used by Ripple Massage and Beauty also help to fight the symptoms of winter and soothe dry and wind damage skin. 

Ripple has also recently introduced a decadent Chocolate Massage that leaves the calories at the door. The massage uses warmed chocolate oil from head to toe to melt away stress and relax muscles, providing the ultimate in decadence without the guilty afterthought. For more information on Ripple or to make a booking please phone 0438 567 906 or visit www.ripplemassage.com.au
Taking the choices of things to do at the Gold Coast, to new heights, Balloon HOT AIR Gold Coast has announced a new schedule of daily door to door transfers from all Broadbeach, Ashmore and Main Beach apartments and hotels, in addition to their daily Surfers Paradise service. Seeing the Gold Coast skyline, Mt Tamborine & Lamington National Park from a whole new perspective, passengers can hop onboard one of the “bright balloon buses” to travel to the Gold Coast hinterland to board a hot air balloon and float gently over the Scenic Rim. Afterwards there’s a delicious hot breakfast at O’Reilly’s Grand Homestead and Vineyard before an air conditioned coach return to your apartment doorstep. Costing just $220p/p all inclusive, for bookings or Instant vouchers online visit www.hotair.com.au/goldcoast or call 1300 766 887.
Sea World Cruises have recently launched daytime and evening calm water cruises throughout the Gold Coast’s spectacular Broadwater aboard an impressive $3.4 million luxury catamaran. The vessel features three levels of superior viewing decks and with the natural environment in mind runs on engines that comply with international emission standards and produce minimal underwater noise. A one and a half hour sunset cruise experience includes a welcoming glass of sparkling wine as guests view the stunning Gold Coast skyline by night. See www.myfun.com.au
Gold Coast Skydive is the only Tandem Skydive Operation in the World that operates directly beside an International Airport. You will be taking off from the same runway as the passenger jets at the Gold Coast International Airport before exiting from a height of 12,000 feet (4000 metres) and landing on Kirra Beach. This is the first time a skydive company has gained council approval to land directly on one of the Gold Coast’s most iconic natural assets and offers non stop thrills plus some of the most breathtaking scenery during your descent. www.goldcoastskydive.com.au
The Gold Coast hinterland’s eco offerings reached a new high with the recent opening of the Rainforest Skywalk on Tamborine Mountain. The Tamborine Rainforest Skywalk is a 300m long canopy walk, soaring 30m above Cedar Creek in parts, with spectacular panoramic views across the valley and rainforest canopies below. Guests begin their walk on a spectacular elevated walkway running through the middle and upper canopies of the rainforest descending gradually to the lower canopy and following points of interest including rockpools and waterfalls, a butterfly lookout, local history enclosure and sheltered rest areas along the way. The final stages of the 1.5 kilometre walk return along the rainforest floor to the Eco Centre which includes a gallery, café and other visitor facilities. The walk takes around 45 minutes to complete. Prices $18.50 for adults and $9.50 for children  ($47 for a family of 2+2). Open 7 days a week from 9.30am to last walk at 4pm. Skywalk is located on Tamborine Mountain Road, North Tamborine. www.rainforestskywalk.com.au
Due to the increased interest in nature experiences, JPT Tour Group is offering two brand new day trip experiences to Tamborine Mountain’s spectacular Rainforest Skywalk in the Gold Coast Hinterland to an extended Tangalooma Island day trip ex-Gold Coast to hand feed bottle nosed dolphins. Visitors will have the opportunity to experience JPT’s newest tours commencing 1 April 2009. www.jpttours.com
Sea World, Warner Bros. Movie World and Wet'n'Wild Water World are celebrating Queensland's 150th Birthday with an amazing offer to Queensland residents of unlimited entry to all three parks until 30 June 2009 for just $49.95 for kids (aged 3 to 13 years incl.) and $69.95 for adults. www.myfun.com.au 

Gold Coast Tourism (GCT) has launched the YourCoast service to bring South East Queensland and Northern New South Wales residents back to the tourist strip and reward them for their ongoing loyalty to the city. YourCoast gives locals all kinds of special offers, value-adds, upgrades, competitions, events, free activities and information on the Gold Coast. www.yourcoast.com.au 
During the New Year, Sea World launched two fantastic new attractions with the Jet Rescue coaster adding to the thrill ride experience and Ray Reef allowing a valuable insight into the lives of these incredible marine wildlife. Climb aboard the Jet Rescue jet ski and zoom around the amazing track, flying and twisting past pristine rock pools at an exhilarating 70 km/h. Next phase of the coaster journey takes you through the dark and dangerous blowhole before bursting through the cave confines. Ray Reef introduces one of the most misunderstood inhabitants of the sea, where 100 rays are able to showcase their graceful ability to maneuver underwater in their colourful Sea World home. Guests of all ages are invited to feed, touch and observe these creatures in a truly interactive and educational exhibit overseen by fully qualified Sea World staff. See www.myfun.com.au
Wet ‘n’ Wild’s new waterslide Kamikaze, a wicked multi-million dollar ride on the edge of innovation and design technology will be put to the test for the first time this summer. Thrill seekers won’t be able to get enough of this ride as they reach speeds of 50 km/h, plunging down an 11 metre drop at an angle of 70 degrees that provides a genuine zero gravity sensation. See www.myfun.com.au
Warner Bros. Movie World will launch its exciting new $10 million Hollywood Stunt Driver show this summer. It recreates legendary car chases, car crashes and stunt scenes that have helped define some of Hollywood’s greatest movies. Best of all with Warner Bros. Movie World’s newly installed 4000 square metre roof it makes for all-weather entertainment throughout the summer. See www.myfun.com.au
Sea World Cruises have recently launched daytime and evening calm water cruises throughout the Gold Coast’s spectacular Broadwater aboard an impressive $3.4 million luxury catamaran. The vessel features three levels of superior viewing decks and with the natural environment in mind runs on engines that comply with international emission standards and produce minimal underwater noise. A one and a half hour sunset cruise experience includes a welcoming glass of sparkling wine as guests view the stunning Gold Coast skyline by night. See www.myfun.com.au
Hidden Peaks is Australia’s newest guided walks company developed by experienced walkers out of a love to share Australia’s great beauty spots with others, Hidden Peaks sets a new standard for luxury outdoor adventure allowing guests to connect with the natural wonders of south east Queensland whilst indulging in award winning accommodation, food and wine. www.hiddenpeaks.com.au 
Andre and Meredith Morris recently opened the doors to the new Witches Chase Cheese Co, Mt Tamborine Brewery and Liquid Amber Bistro and Grill. Following the trend of contemporary architecture in trying to bring the outside in, this stunning and spacious venue houses an artisan cheese factory, boutique brewery and gourmet bistro for the discerning diner. Visitors can view in to the factory and watch head Cheese Maker Adam Papprill as her creates award-winning cheeses from both goat’s milk and local Jersey herd. MT Brewery features brewer Ian Watson who creates beer with real flavour via minimal intervention, no artificial additives, traditional brewing methods, and proper maturation times. Brewery tours, tastings and take away sales are available. Liquid Amber Bistro and Grill boasts one of the Gold Coast’s well known chefs Laurence Griffen. www.witcheschasecheese.com.au and www.mtbeer.com.au 

Milestones
The Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre (GCCEC) has been recognised as Queensland’s best venue for Meetings and Business Tourism. Judged against a tough selection of superior venues, GCCEC was announced as the winner at the recent 2009 Queensland Tourism Awards. GCCEC’s General Manager, Adrienne Readings, said the win was a great testament to the hard work of the team. “To win the state award for Meetings and Business Tourism is an honor and highlights GCCEC’s exceptional performance in the events and incentives industry, cementing its reputation as the premier conference and events destination”. Ms Readings said. Tourism Queensland CEO Anthony Hayes said "The Queensland Tourism Awards are about acknowledging and rewarding businesses in Queensland's tourism industry for their innovation, achievements and ongoing hard work." "The Queensland Tourism Awards is the premier event for the state's tourism industry, recognizing the achievements of tourism businesses across 29 categories," Mr Hayes said. The Queensland Tourism Minister Peter Lawlor said it was a massive boost for the Gold Coast tourism industry. "As a local, I'm excited the Gold Coast region has been honoured in such a range of categories and I warmly congratulate all operators for their efforts in what has been a challenging year," he said. The GCCEC now has its sights set on the Qantas Australian Tourism Awards, to be held in Hobart on February 26. www.gccec.com.au 

Queensland Chef Angela Brown from Sofitel's acclaimed Room81 has taken out top honor at the Pacific Rim Global Chef Challenge. Chef Angela Brown of Room81 Sofitel Gold Coast and  Chef  Ross Howell of Ross Howell Catering, are the proud winners of the 2009 Pacific Rim Regional Final of the World Association of Chefs Societies (WACS) Global Chefs Challenge. The final was held during major food industry expo Fine Food 2009 at Sydney Exhibition Centre Darling Harbour.  Ross Howell  and his assistant for the competition, Angela Brown, competed against Chefs from New Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu – however the Queenslanders proved a powerful force and claimed the title for Australia. The competition continues in January 2010 with the GLOBAL CHEF CHALLENGE held in Chile where Howell and Brown will be competing for Australia. www.sofitelgoldcoast.com.au 

Robina Town Centre has won the prestigious Retail Property of the Year Award at the Queensland Property Council of Australia Retail Property Awards on Friday 23 October 2009. Following two years of redevelopment, Robina Town Centre, owned by QIC, has expanded into a major regional shopping centre, becoming the Gold Coast's premier retail and leisure destination. Robina Town Centre achieved outstanding results by winning three major awards offered – the Excellence in Presentation Award for Major Regional Centres over 50,000 square metres, the Excellence in Marketing Award for Major Regional Centres over 50,000 square metres and the ultimate prize – Retail Property of the Year. Robina Town Centre has undergone a major expansion with milestones including the November 2008 opening of the new fashion mall and the multi-million dollar refurbishment of David Jones. Earlier this year the official unveiling of the second and largest stage of the development on 2 April attracted an estimated 81,000 visitors on opening day. The Myer expansion is the next exciting phase in the redevelopment of Robina Town Centre and is in-keeping with the growth of the community. Overall, approximately $400 million will be invested in the expansion of the Centre to achieve a vision to create a true town centre environment. www.robinatowncentre.com.au 

Since May 2009, the internationally acclaimed Tamborine Mountain Distillery (TMD) has had many of its award winning products distributed to high end bars, restaurants and hotels throughout Singapore via distributor Piyush Modi of High Spirits. The official product launch of TMD at Singapore’s One Rochester tropical garden, retreat setting proved the perfect environment with attendance by local media, AusTrade, Tourism Queensland officials plus some of Singapore’s finest Mixologists. A fantastic selection of unique cocktails using TMD products such as the Choc n Chilli liqueur, Hibiscus liqueur, and the famous Moulin Rooz Absinthe were featured as part of the international launch. www.tamborinemountaindistillery.com 

The Gold Coast’s internationally-acclaimed restaurant Oskars at Burleigh Heads has celebrated 30 years of fine dining in the region. Since opening in 1979, Oskars reputation has grown as one of the leading Gold Coast restaurants with owner and head chef Marty Kollrepp and wife Mandy continuing to deliver the ultimate fine dining experience. Arguably the best restaurant location on the Gold Coast, Oskars on Burleigh overlooks one of the best surfing beaches in the world, etched into the famed Burleigh Point. Mr Kollrepp has been the head chef and co-owner of Oskars since the beginning, in which time he has been host to an extensive list of celebrities and won multiple awards. Oskars on Burleigh has been recognised with American Express Gold Plates including two hall of fame awards, Restaurant and Catering Industry Awards for best seafood, informal dining, Chef/Owner and best wine list. www.oskars.com.au 

As the birthplace of Putt Putt Golf into Australia, the Gold Coast will celebrate 40 years of the recreational activity in 2009. Since first opening its doors on 19 September, 1969 at a venue in Hanlan Street Surfers Paradise, Putt Putt Golf has grown to establish 32 courses throughout Australia and New Zealand. After witnessing Putt Putt’s success overseas, Tom Wykoff was the mastermind behind establishing and building all Putt Putt courses in Australia and is the current owner of Putt Putt Golf Mermaid Beach on the Gold Coast, plus the West Ryde course in Sydney. For a totally wild time on the Gold Coast this winter take a safari on Jungle Trail, meet colourful characters on Fun Run or enjoy a game by the water with cascading waterfalls and lush tropical gardens on the Waterways Course at this iconic tourist attraction in Mermaid Beach. Visit www.puttputtgolf.com.au  

Gold Coast Tourism is available for comment:

John Kaarsberg on 0411 511 029 or john.kaarsberg@gctourism.com













