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The Gold Coast region encompasses 5000km2 with 70km of coastline.

The tourism destination spans Beenleigh and South Stradbroke Island to the north, Cabarita and Kingscliff to the south, west to Beaudesert including World Heritage Listed national parks.

The Gold Coast is Australia’s 6th largest city, with a population of over 550,000

The Gold Coast is one of Australia’s fastest growing cities.

Gold Coast City has been identified as one of the most desirable places in the world

to live ranked on political, social, economic and environmental factors, personal

safety and health.

The Gold Coast offers one of the largest choices of themed attractions in the

southern hemisphere with interactive experiences.

The Gold Coast plays host to exciting events, a year-round balmy climate, extensive

services and some of Australia’s largest shopping centres.

Infrastructure is well established with professional tourism and business services.

There are more than 65,000 bed spaces, more than 40 resort and championship golf

courses, around 500 restaurants and major convention and exhibition venues.

Serviced by two international and domestic airports, the Gold Coast is the international gateway to 26 destinations worldwide provided by 30 airlines.

The Gold Coast is located less than one hour’s drive south from Brisbane - a rail

link and Pacific Motorway connects Brisbane to the Gold Coast.

Tourism
There are more than 9.4 million visitors to the Gold Coast every year:

· 5.2 million daytrippers

· 3.3 million domestic overnight visitors

· 795,000 international overnight visitors
· Tourism directly contributes over $4.4 billion into the Gold Coast economy every year.

The Gold Coast’s largest source of overnight visitors are:

· Brisbane = 946,000 overnight visitors

· Sydney = 532,000 overnight visitors

· Melbourne – 347,000 overnight visitors

· New Zealand = 221,000 overnight visitors

· Japan = 106,000 overnight visitors

· China – 91,000 overnight visitors

Environment

Gold Coast City's climate is sub-tropical with 287 days of sunshine annually and an

average water temperature of 22 degrees.

The Gold Coast is home to the largest subtropical rainforest remnant in the world

and more than 100,000ha of nature reserves and World Heritage sites.

The Gold Coast has the most extensive Antarctic Beech cool temperate rainforests in Australia and 260km of walking tracks.

FACTS

Gold Coast City is the most biologically-diverse city in Australia. Its vegetation

ranges from mountain rainforest to coastal wetlands and is home to more than 34

species of amphibians, 323 birds, 72 mammals, 71 reptiles and 25 species of fish.

Food and Wine

Over 11 award winning wineries and numerous epicurean stopovers are located on

the newly created Gold Coast Food and Wine Trail.

The Gold Coast has more than 500 cafes, restaurants and eateries.

The Gold Coast is Queensland’s fastest wine-growing region.

Food is a key industry on the Gold Coast with a bounty of fresh seafood, meats and

poultry, cheeses, chocolates, gourmet and organic produce.

Shopping

The Gold Coast offers a huge range of shopping choices, styles and experiences,

with hundreds of boutique, department and designer stores including Cartier,

Prada, Gucci, Louis Vuitton, Fendi, Bally and Hermes.

Key shopping precincts are located in the northern suburbs (Biggera Waters,

Sanctuary Cove, Runaway Bay), Main Beach, Southport, Surfers Paradise,

Broadbeach, Bundall, Burleigh Heads, Robina, Tweed and Coolangatta.

More than 20 markets including Surfers Paradise’s night markets on Fridays,

Broadbeach’s lantern lit markets from September to May, and more than 500 stalls

at Carrara Markets on weekends.

Events

The Gold Coast plays host to a number of high profile events including:

· Gold Coast Nitro SuperGP
· Magic Millions Racing Carnival

· ANZ Ladies Masters Golf

· Quiksilver and Roxy Pro Surfing Championships

· Gold Coast Airport Marathon

· Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show

· Pan Pacific Masters Games

· Gold Coast Triathlon - Luke Harrop Memorial

· Wintersun Rock and Roll Festival

· Blues on Broadbeach

· Asia Pacific Film Awards

· Swell Sculpture Festival

· Tastes of Gold Coast Festival

